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PREFACE.

The Dhammapada, which is a compendium of the Doctrines
of the World-Honoured BuppHA, consists of 423 stauzas (gata)
divided into 26 chapters (varga). A person who studies it well
therefore will become thowughly conversant with the Buddhistic
philosophy. '

The Maha Théros who formed the first convocation (a) wrote
an Attakatha (commentary) to the Dhammapada. This Atta-
katha, having been brought to Ceylon by the Venerable Mahinda,

- was translated into Sinhalese. But the Sinhalese version, though
diffuse, did not contain the paraphrase of the Stanzas. It was
besides found to be of little use to people outside of Ceylon, and
was therefore re-translated into Pali by a learned Théro at the
request of the Venerable Kumara Kasyapa. The Pali Attakatha
containg 299 stories forming 72 Banawara (b) (discourses).

" The Attakatha, which is evidently the production of a person
well versed in Science and Religion, is reputed to be from the pen
of the learned Buddhaghos'\ Thero, but we do not find sufficient
grounds to attribute it to that source, as the Sinhalese Sanne

(paraphrase) to the Attakatha is silent on the matter.. But the
" only information regarding the authorship accessible to us is that
it was composed by a learned priest who resided in the Monastery
built by king Siri Kudda.

We bave in this edition endeavoured to gwe the various

readings in the shape of foot notes.
: H. DEWAMITTA.

(@) Convocation—Thero were three convocations; the first, which was
composed of 500 Mahn Theros and persided over by the Venerable
Maha Kasyapa, was held in a cave temple at Rajagriha in the
fourth month from the death of BuDDHA, The secondwhich was
held at Wisala under the presidency of Venerable Yasa 100 years
after the death of BuDDnA, was composed of 700 Maha Theros.

" The third and last was held at Pdtaliputta (Patna) in the reign
of the Emperor Dharmasoka, in the 26th year after the death of
BuppuA. This convocation consisted of 1000 Maha Theros headed
by the Venerable Moggali Putta Tisea.

(b) Banawara—A banawara is a discourse consisting of 250 stanzas of
32 syllables each, "
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